CORINNE LATHROP GILB

©

Toward Holistic History

THE ODYSSEY OF AN INTERDISCIPLINARY HISTORIAN

ATHERTON PRESS
CALIFORNIA



Copyright © 2000 Corinne Lathrop Gilb
Copyright © 2005 The Estate of Corinne Lathrop Gilb

First hardcover edition, 2005

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by
any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval
systems, without permission in writing from the publisher, except by a reviewer
who may quote brief passages in a review.

Atherton Press, Ltd.

Atherton, California 94027

www.athertonpress.com

Printed and bound in the United States of America by McNaughton & Gunn, Inc., Michigan
Library of Congress catalog card number 2004117612

ISBN 0-9672671-4-5

Design Margery Cantor

Jacketart Sidd Murray-Clark
Copy editing David Nielsen

Toward Holistic History: the Odyssey of an Interdisciplinary Historian - by Corinne Lathrop Gilb (Atherton Press, 2005)



Table of Contents

PUBLISHER’S NOTE vii

PREFACE ix

PART I THE SELF AND HISTORY, THE SELF IN HISTORY 1
cuaPTER 1 Problems of Self-Space: An Historian’s View Inward and Outward 5
cHAPTER 2 Should We Learn More About Ourselves? 17

cuaprTER 3 Oral History: The Presentation of Self for Posterity 27

CHAPTER 4 Some Varieties of Metaphor in American Images of Selthood 35

PART II VALUES AND SOCIETY 47
cHAPTER 5 Whither American Values? 53
cuHAPTER 6 Can We Measure Beauty? 61

cuaPTER 7 Values and Religion: Are Liberal [Protestant] Values
Expendable in Today’s Pluralistic Society? 77

PART III CITIES AS SYMBOLS 85

cHAPTER 8 A Humanist View of the Urban Condition 89

cuapTer 9 City Form, Governmental Structure and the Space of Power 95
cuAPTER 10 The Politics of Historic Preservation in Cities 121

cHAPTER 11 An Example of an Historic Preservation Issue:
Detroit Must Move Forward 131

cuapTer 12 Sacred Cities and Geopolitics and Economics:
The Case of Jerusalem 137

PART IV SPACE, TIME, POLITY,
SOCIAL STRUCTURE AND COMMUNITY 147

cuapTer 13 Geography, the Social Sciences and Urban History 151

cHAPTER 14 Polities, Long-Distance Trade, Social Stratification, Cities:
A Social Science Approach to Civilization 185

CHAPTER 15 Public or Private Government? 195

Toward Holistic History: the Odyssey of an Interdisciplinary Historian - by Corinne Lathrop Gilb (Atherton Press, 2005)



cuapTER 16 The Changing Space of Power (A Summary) 235

cuapTer 17 Adjudicative Structure, Space-Time, and Community 239

PART V. A CASE STUDY OF A SPECIFIC AMERICAN CITY 257
cHAPTER 18 Detroit’s Economy, Then and Now 263
cuapTER 19 Thoughts Based on a Visit to African Cities 277
cuarTER 20 Crisis in History—Motor City: The Future of Detroit 283
cuapTER 21 The Urban University in its Community 291

cuapTer 22 Some Thoughts on Relations Between History and Public Policy 299

PART VI RHYTHM AS A COMMON DENOMINATOR 303

cHAPTER 23 Rhythm and Energy:
Linkages Between the Individual and His Environment 307

cHAPTER 24 Postscript: Rhythm in a Global High-Tech Age 323

PART VII IS HISTORY THE RESULT OF FATE
OR HUMAN CREATIVITY? 327

cHAPTER 25 Some Comments About Play and Creativity 331

cHAPTER 26 Time and Change in Twentieth-Century Thought 339

PART VIII TECHNOLOGY, CULTURE AND COMMUNITY 353
cuarTEr 27 Digital Confluence, Space, Time, and Civilization 357

cuapTer 28 The Impact of the Internet and
World Wide Web on Community Life 365

PART IX ON THE CUSP OF A NEW MILLENNIUM 375

cHAPTER 29 Whose World? What History? 379

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 393

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & PERMISSIONS 395

NOTES 397

INDEX 463

Toward Holistic History: the Odyssey of an Interdisciplinary Historian - by Corinne Lathrop Gilb (Atherton Press, 2005)





