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Dr. Corinne Lathrop Gilb (1925 - 2003) 

 

Born in Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada of American parents, Corinne Lathrop was educated 

in Canadian schools through the third grade.  She moved with her family to Washington 

State when she was eight years old, and received her B.A. (Phi Beta Kappa, Magna Cum 

Laude) from the University of Washington.  She met her future husband Tyrell Gilb at 

the University of Washington, and they married in 1945. 

 

She was accepted to graduate school at Radcliffe College where she received her Ph.D. in 

the interdisciplinary program, "History of American Civilization".  After moving to 

California from Cambridge, she received her M.A. from the University of California at 

Berkeley, and attended Boalt Hall School of Law for three years as a special student. 

 

She taught history at the university level for 37 years, retiring as Professor Emeritus from 

Wayne State University in 1994.  

 

The first director of UC Berkeley's Regional Cultural (Oral) History Project, her 

interviews with early Teamster leaders and key figures in the 1934 San Francisco labor 

strike remain seminal research sources in libraries throughout the country.  

 

As Planning Director for the City of Detroit under Mayor Coleman Young, she produced 

the 1985 Master Plan for the City's future.  

 

She also served as consultant to the California legislature, delegate to NGO meetings at 

the United Nations, and Vice President of the International Society for the Comparative 

Study of Civilizations.  

 

A dynamic public speaker who had an international following, Dr. Gilb is best known as 

the author of Hidden Hierarchies: The Professions and Government. Selections of her 

other writings can be found in Toward Holistic History: The Odyssey of an 

Interdisciplinary Historian, published by Atherton Press. 

 

Corinne Lathrop Gilb, Official Website 

www.corinnelathropgilb.com 

 

Additional Resources on life and work Dr. Corinne Lathrop Gilb 

 

The Corinne Lathrop Gilb Collection, 

Hoover Institution Archives, Stanford University  

www.hoover.org  
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This collection includes reports, correspondence, photographs, books and planning 

reports pertaining to Dr. Gilb’s tenure as Planning Director of the City of Detroit for 

Mayor Coleman Young from 1979 to 1985.  Materials are arranged alphabetically within 

each series.   

 

CONTENTS OF COLLECTION 

17 Hollinger Boxes 

2 Paige Boxes 

 

Series I. General Subject Files 

Series II:  Planning Reports 

Series III. General Reports 

Series IV. Books   

 

 

Series I: General Subject Files 

 

BOX 1 

Box/File 

1:1   Automobile Industry, 1983  

1:2   Automotive and Industrial Conference, 1999  

1:3   Book Cadillac Plaza   

1:4   Block Grant Program 

1:5   Building and Safety Engineering Department, 1982  

1:6   Building Permits – Multiple Construction, 1969-1979 

1:7   Cadillac Tower  

1:8   Census and Population Subcommittee, U.S. House, 1982  

1:9   Census Local Review, 1980  

1:10   Census Population, Black and Spanish, 1980  

1:11   Central Business District Association, 1981 

1:12   CBD Historic Designation in the Context of Overall Urban Design 

1:13   Citizen Survey: Characteristics of the Elderly in Detroit, 1976-1977  

1:14       Characteristics of Youth, 1976  

1:15       Structure Condition Rating, 1979  

1:16       Suggestions for Improving the City, 1976  

1:17      Use of Recreation Facilities, 1976 -1977  

1:18   Citizens – Overall in terms on the Industrial in Society, 1978 

1:19   Citizens Urban Opportunity Credit Bank  

1:20   City Budget, 1985  

1:21   City-County Relations, 1979 

1:22   Cogent Task Force, Folder 1   

1:23              Folder 2  
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BOX 2 

Box/File 

2:1   Communications 

2:2   Compensated Absences, Claims and Judgments  

2:3   Computer Integrated Manufacturing, 1981  

2:4   Congressional Update, 1980  

2:5   Consumer Price Index – City of Detroit, 1967  

2:6   Coopers & Lybrand, 1983  

2:7   Crime- City of Detroit 

2:8   Department Service Projections, 1978-1979 

2:9   Detroit: City of Neighborhoods, 1978  

2:10   Detroit City Council – Budget, 1985  

2:11   Detroit Comprehensive Plan, 1978  

2:12   Detroit Cooperative Generic Technology Center, 1980    

2:13   Detroit Economic Growth Corporation 

2:14   Detroit Edison 

2:15   Detroit Historic Resources Preservation Study, 1981  

2:16   Detroit Master Plan: Sector Plan Outlines, 1981  

2:17   Detroit Police Department: Junior Police cadet School, 1984  

2:18   Detroit Profile: Do It in Detroit, 1984  

2:19   Detroit Public Schools 

2:20   Detroit Renaissance II 

2:21   Detroit’s Cultural Center 

2:22   Downtown Detroit Development, 1979 

2:23  Downtown Detroit Office Space 

2:24  Downtown Development Authority of the City of Detroit 

2:25   Dwelling Unit Construction, 1960 - 1970 

2:26   East Central Sector  

 

BOX 3 

Box/File 

3:1   Economic Club of Detroit 

3:2   Economic Development Corporation of the City of Detroit, 1982-1983  

3:3   Ethnic Origins of Detroiters, 1980   

3:4   Federal Funding for the City of Detroit, 1981  

3:5   Federal Reserve  

3:6   Globe Theatre Proposal, 1980   

3:7   Great Lakes Shipping Season, 1979  

3:8   Historic Preservation/Detroit, 1979  

3:9   Historical Department – Capital Planning, 1982  

3:10  Historical Society of Michigan 

3:11   Hotel and Motel Industry 

3:12   Housing Facts about Detroit, 1980  

3:13   Income and Poverty in Detroit, 1980  
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BOX 3 (continued) 

Box/File  

3:14   International Exposition Feasibility Study 

3:15   International Technology and Horticultural Exposition 

3:16   International Visitors Council of Metro Detroit, 1983 

3:17     1984  

3:18   Japanese Journalists  

3:19   Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner, 1983 

3:20   Kemp, Mitchell   

3:21   Land Use and Development/Conservation 

3:22   Local Government Fragmentation – Simmons, Richard, 1975  

3:23   Lynch Road Assembly Plant, 1979  

3:24   Marina City –Detroit  

3:25   Mayoral Budget Vetoes, 1984-1985  

3:26   McCoy & Associates  

3:27   Meadow Brook Hall, 1979  

3:28   Metropolitan Fund  

3:29   Mexico – SAHOP, 1982  

3:30   Michigan Bell, 1979  

3:31   Michigan Council for the Humanities, 1978  

3:32   Michigan Robotics Research Center, 1981  

3:33   Middle Eastern Merchants 

3:34   Midwestern Forum of the Council on Development Choices for the 80”s   

  

BOX 4 

Box/File 

4:1   National Mass transportation Assistance Act, 1976  

4:2   National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1980  

4:3   Neighborhood Services Department (Annual Report), 1980  

4:4   New Center Commons, 1982  

4:5   New Detroit  

4:6   New Town/In Town Study Area, 1981  

4:7   Occupations of Employed residents – City of Detroit, 1960 -1970 

4:8   Person Power Requirements for Local review Assignments, 1980  

4:9   Planning and Zoning News, 1987    

4:10  Planning Department Annual Budget, 1979  

4:11     Budget, 1984-1985 

4:12     Budget Deliberations, 1985  

4:13     Statistics 1980 -1984 

4:14   Population Counts for Detroit, 1820 -1980  

4:15     Demographics and Statistics  

4:16     Projections, 1980 

4:17     Projections for Michigan Counties, 1970-2000 

4:18     Trends in Southeast Michigan, 1950 -1980 
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BOX 4 (continued) 

Box/File  

4:19   Population/Occupied Dwelling Units in Southeast Michigan, 1975  

4:20   Professional Services Contract (City of Detroit) 

4:21   Public and Parochial School Enrollments, 1969-1980  

4:22   Readings on Detroit: A preliminary Bibliography, 1969  

4:23   Re-development Projects, 1980 -1982  

4:24   Renaissance of a Riverfront (Governor’s Conference), 1980  

4:25   Residential Structure Built, 1919-1979 

4:26   Riverfront Project 

4:27   Riverfront West Development, 1980 

 

BOX 5 

Box/File 

5:1   Riverfront West Residential Project, Phase I, 1982  

5:2   Robotics 8 Exposition & Conference – Detroit, 1984  

5:3   Save Our Spirit – Campaign 

5:4   School Reform  

5:5   SEMTA (Southeastern Michigan Transportation Authority) 

5:6   Shakespeare’s Globe in America, 1983  

5:7   Single Family Homes – Appraised Value, 1981  

5:8   Smith, William Deane, 1980  

5:9   State of the City Message – Mayor Coleman A. Young, 1980  

5:10   Structures – Age of Structures by Use, 1974  

5:11   Technology Center, 1981  

5:12   Transportation 

5:13  Unemployed rates – City of Detroit, 1965 -1980 

5:14   U.S. Conference of Mayors 

5:15   U.S. Department of Commerce 

5:16     International Trade Administration, 1980   

5:17   U.S. Department of Labor – Urban Wage Earners – Detroit, 1961 - 1981 

5:18   U.S. Information Service, 1983  

5:19   U.S. National Interests in the Middle East, 1978  

5:20   Urban Planning Grant, 1975 - 1981 

5:21   Video Information Systems Corporation  

5:22   Water and Sewage  

5:23   Waterfront Reclamation and Casino Development Project 

5:24   Welfare Cases- City of Detroit, 1961 - 1979 

5:25   Where Do Detroiters work? 

5:26   Woodward Avenue Streetscape Improvements, 1985  

5:27   Zachary, Ernest 
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Series II. Planning Reports 

 

BOX 6 

Box/File 

6:1   Central Business District Sector – Vol. 1, 1985  

6:2     Vol. 2, 1985 

6:3   Detroit Economy, 1984 

 

BOX 7 

Box/File  

7:1   Detroit Master Plan of Polices – Vol. 1, 1985 

7:2     Vol. 2, 1985 

7:3     Vol. 3, 1985 

 

BOX 8 

Box/File 

8:1   Detroit Riverfront – Introduction and Executive Summary – Book I., 1981   

8:2        1983 

8:3              East Riverfront Area – Book II., 1981 

8:4        1984 

8:5              West Riverfront Area – Book III., 1981 

8:6        1984 

8:7              Riverfront Itself and Appendix – Book IV., 1981 

8:8        1983 

 

BOX 9 

Box/File 

9:1   East Sector, 1984  

9:2   East Central Sector, 1984  

9:3   Education, Libraries, Recreation and Culture, 1985  

 

 

BOX 10 

Box/File 

10:1   Federal/State/Regional Relations, 1985 

10:2   Health and Social Services, 1983  

10:3   Introduction and Synopsis, 1982 

10:4   Master Plan Sector Development, 1984  

10:5   Natural Environment and Energy, 1985  

10:6   Near Northwest Sector, 1984  

10:7   Neighborhoods and Housing, 1985  
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BOX 11 

Box/File 

11:1   North Sector, 1983  

11:2   Northeast Sector, 1983  

11:3   Northwest Sector, 1983  

11:4   People of Detroit: Demographic and Socio Econ. Characteristics, 1985  

11:5   Profile of Detroit, 1980  

11:6   Public Protection, 1984  

11:7   Retailing and Local Services, 1985 

 

BOX 12 

Box/File  

12:1  Rezoning Concepts, 1984 

12:2   Transportations of People & Parking, 1985  

12:3   Urban Design and Historic Preservation, 1985  

12:4   West Sector, 1983  

12:5   Woodward Area, 1980  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MS/Gilb, Corinne Lathrop        Page 8 

 

Series III: General Reports 

  

BOX 13 

Box/File 

13:1   Annual Overall Economic Development Program, 1983  

13:2   Census Population & Housing – Macomb County, 1980  

13:3   CIM/NNS System research Services – Technology Center, 1980  

13:4   Changing Population of Detroit, 1969 

13:5   City of Detroit–Budget, 1980 -1981   

13:6       Budget, 1985 -1986  

 

BOX 14 

Box/File 

14:1   Cobo Hall Expansion Project – Environmental Impact, 1985  

14:2   Detroit Economic Growth Corp. – Agenda, Dec. 1981 

14:3  Detroit’s Integrated Physical Data System, 1984  

14:4  Development Choices for the 80’s, 1980  

14:5   Economic Development Corp of the City of Detroit – Agenda, Jan 1982 

14:6   Economic Development for Detroit, 1978  

14:7   Economic Diversification and Rehabilitation Plan, 1980  

14:8   Environmental Impact Statement – American Natural Resources, 1982   

 

BOX 15 

Box/File 

15:1   Environmental Scanning, 1985  

15:2   Export Guide Michigan  

15:3   Flint: New Life 

15:4   Freight Transportation, 1980  

15:5   Global Competition: The New Reality – Young, John A., 1985  

15:6   Guide to Michigan’s Plant Rehabilitation and Industrial Development  

15:7   Introduction to Historic Preservation in Detroit, 1979  

15:8   Jump Starting the Motor City – Det. Empowerment Zone – Vol. II, 1994  

15:9   Metropolitan Affairs Corp. – Venture Capital Financing, 1983  

15:10   Metropolitan Detroit Convention and Visitor Bureau – Market Plan, 1985   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MS/Gilb, Corinne Lathrop        Page 9 

 

BOX 16 

Box/File 

16:1   Michigan Commission on Displaced Persons and refugees, 1949-1980 

16:2   Michigan for Robotics, 1980 

16:3   Michigan Infrastructure Program,1984  

16:4   Michigan’s Advantages for Metalworking Machinery Manu.,1980  

16:5   Minority Economic Development Needs, 1972  

16:6   Model Neighborhood Project of the City Plan Commission,1971 

16:7   Monroe Block Proposal, 1984  

16:8   Oakland County – Planning Division – Annual Report, 1981 

 

BOX 17 

Box/File 

17:1   Ombudsman – Annual Report, 1978 

17:2   Quality of Employment in the Detroit Metro Area, 1973 

17:3   Riots – Detroit – Photographs, 1967 

17:4    Photographs –– Funeral – Police Officer, 1967 

17:5   Riverfront: Proposal Policies and Possible Futures, 1978 

17:6   Riverside Industrial District, 1979  

17:7   United Foundation  

17:8   Urban Revitalization: The Case for Detroit 

17:9   Wayne County Port Authority, 1989  

17:10   Wayne State University- Community Development  
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Series IV. Books  

 

BOX 18 

American Environmental History 

An Economic History of Transport 

An Investigation of the Safety Implications of Wireless Communications in 

Vehicles 

Automotive News: Centennial Celebration of the Car 

Automotive Industry of America 

Automotive News: Guide to Events, 1996 

Automotive News: Dealer Study, 1997  

Atlas of Michigan  

Detroit: Dale Fischer    

Detroit 1701-1976 

Detroit’s Black Historic Sites 

Economic Base of Detroit and The People of Detroit 

 

 

BOX 19 

Ethnic Studies in Michigan 

For Faith and Fortune 

Ford of Europe 

Ford of Europe: Annual Report, 1970 

General Motors Annual Report, 1995  

Great Car Collections of the World 

Michigan Society of Professional Engineers, NSPE, 1980 

Michigan’s Environmental Future 

Polish Experience in Detroit  

Port of Detroit –World Handbook, 1983-1984 

Remembering Detroit’s Old Westside – 1920 - 1950 

Toward Michigan Energy Policy 

Transportation Systems of the great Lakes Region 

Union Town: A Labor History Guide to Detroit 

 

 

. 


