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As director of the City of Detroit’s Planning De partment berween 1979 and 1985, the author sat on
community boards withleaders ofthe American auto industry, briefed Japanese car company visitors,
and directed research about the industry. Since that time, living in Silicon Valley she has observed
closely the rise and globalization of American information technology companies. The subject of
diasporas came to her attention in research trips that wok her to well over ninety countries around
the world. She continues to attend auto industry conferences each year, some of them in Europe.
She holds a Ph.D. from Harvard, attended law school at Berkeley, has been a consultant to the
California legislature, and spent most of her career in university teaching in California and Michigan.

Among many other activities, she has been adelegate for several years to the annual NGO conferences
at the United Nations.
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