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tion in American hisbory md
concludes that they havae
achieved tremendous influence
over everything to do with their
mpecﬂvepmfessim
'lhhtﬂl-"

lar eqv.d of the medieval
concept of united Christendom,

This trend appears to be
* worldwide, she says, and can be
to continus. She con-

: curs with an :ht‘l:;r writer Tan
predicts the a some day
E:ma:,lv result In a rehum to a
c astesystem, as free spaces
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Dr. Gilb’s views ara in a
Ehaok “Hidden Hlerarchies,"
published this week by Harper
and Row. It is the product of
resgarch since 1M9. Mrs, Gilb,
who has taught at Mills and San
gFrancism State Colleges, is
with U.C.’s Center for the Study
of Law and Society.
' Her book is the first com-
prehensive study of the Ameri-
. can professions, including medi-
cine, dentistry, . law,
education, architecture, engl-
neering, accounting, s and
library work.
PYRAMID FORM
She sees a multitude of
esgional mssociations arls-
, In pyramid form, dominat-
ed hy small numbers in each
profession. By the time bills
ch the legislatures, lots of
ﬂedsmns about them bave al-
Em .eady bheen made, “needing
ly the final touch of the leg-
~—lslative rubber stamp.”
In fact, Mrs. Gilb concludes,
;thamnmwellastnbll:hed
iprufeamons can often in effect
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write thelr own laws—without

danger of veto. )
Such professions as tha AMA
and the bar assoclation use pub-
lle government to control prep-
aration, entry end practice es
doctors and lawyers, produce
more favorable public opinion
and make their work more uni-
form and predictable, the au-
thor says. |
The assoclations are dominat- |*
ed by groups she calls elites
who *‘use their power to en-
trench their own position and to
slave off new professions, new
ideas, or new ways of doing
things which might be of serv-|
ice to consumers but would un-
dermine thelr power or status |

or income.
REINFORCED
All of this Is reinforced by

blg Increase in consumer de-

mand for professional services,
many of them, such as public
education, now are regarded as
a right. And, says Mrs. Gilb,
public government is hiring
more professionals and dispens-
ing or paying for increasing
amounts or professional serv-
jces. As m result, on decisions
involving consumer issues, the
legislature 1s no rubber stamp,
for the has & say, ac-
cording to the author.




